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PROTECTING CHILDREN IN MEDIA - Resource Guide

Wise and Honoring Representations of Vulnerable Children in Media
( )

 "Whether child or adult, a person’s physical image and story represent them. These representations are 
part of who they are. So photos, film, and stories of any person should be created and shared only in 
ways that respect their wishes and affirm their dignity as beings made in the image of God. When it 

comes to children, wise use of images is also an act of child protection – honoring each child’s dignity 
and guarding them from voyeurism and exploitation."

Story is a critical part of advocacy.  Oftentimes, it is through sharing stories and images of vulnerable 
children that we are able to inspire a heart for caring for the fatherless.  However, despite the best 

intentions, it is all too easy to share more than is safe, appropriate, and respectful.  How do we respect 
the dignity and identity of vulnerable children in sharing their stories and images?  This resource outlines 

nine key principles and seven critical questions for consideration when sharing stories and images of 
vulnerable children through media, advocacy, or promotion.

Children in Media: A Resource Kit for Journalists

 (Children's Media Mentoring Project)

 "Children are... afforded special protection in international and South African laws, guidelines, and 
conventions. Yet the media is often guilty of violating children’s rights to protection and privacy. Many 
journalists consider interviewing children as too difficult, as something that requires too much effort, 

with too many legal risks."

Although written with a focus on South Africa, this resource offers helpful guidance on who is especially 
vulnerable, how to represent children's stories with dignity, and how to appropriately involve them in the 

telling of those stories.  It outlines the implications of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child for 
media, as well as guidelines for reporting on and interviewing children, which would apply even in an 

informal context (such as sharing images and stories in newsletters, on websites, or on social media).  
Finally, this document includes two sample forms for informed consent, as well as an extensive resource 

list for more guidance. 

https://cafo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Protecting-Children-in-Media.pdf
http://www.mediamonitoringafrica.org/images/uploads/childrenmentoring.pdf


Additional Resources

Keeping Children Safe Toolkit: Ensuring Good Practice When Using Media
(Keeping Children Safe)

The Media and Children's Rights
(MediaWise & Unicef)

Child-safe Digital Engagement
(World Vision)

Becoming a Safe Organization for Children (pgs. 10-11)
(FHI360)

Keeping Children Safe Online: A Guide for Organizations
(Keeping Children Safe)

*Although CAFO recommends these resources for further exploration, it does not necessarily endorse all principles and views
throughout, or agree with all opinions of each author.*

For more information on CAFO Knowledge and Practice visit
cafo.org/ovc

https://www.cafo.org/ovc
http://www.keepingchildrensafe.org.uk/guidelines/child-safeguarding-standards-and-how-implement-them/page-4
http://www.mediawise.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/The-Media-and-Children-Rights-2005.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/Becoming%20a%20Safe%20Organization%20for%20Children.Manual%203.pdf
http://www.wvi.org/publication/child-safe-digital-engagement
http://www.keepingchildrensafe.org.uk/resources/keeping-children-safe-online-guide-organisations



