
On Orphan Sunday, Christians stand for the orphan. We are a people called to defend the 
fatherless…to care for the child that has no family…to visit orphans in their distress. 
 
Each event is locally-led. Sermons and small groups, concerts and prayer gatherings, shared 
meals and youth activities—each rousing believers with God’s call to care for the orphan, and 
what we can do in response. 
 
From many sources, one voice. On November 4th, 2012, thousands of events echo around 
the globe, all sharing a single goal: that God’s great love for the orphan will find echo in our 
lives as well. 
 
Orphan Sunday is your opportunity to rouse church, community and friends to God’s call to 
care for the orphan. 

The seeds of this united Orphan Sunday come especially as a gift from the Church in Africa. 
While attending a church service in Zambia, an American visitor was struck by the pastor’s 
passionate call to care for orphans in the local community, which had been ravaged by AIDS 
and poverty. Members of the church faced deep need themselves. But as the service ended, 
one after another stepped forward with money, food and other goods - some even taking off 
their own shoes and placing them in the offering for orphans. 
 
The visitor, Gary Schneider, was so impacted that he began to help Zambian leaders  
coordinate Orphan Sunday efforts across Zambia. These efforts spread to the U.S. in 2003 
with help from Every Orphan’s Hope and other organizations. (Orphan Sunday is licensed to 
the Christian Alliance for Orphans as a registered trademark of Every Orphan’s Hope). 
 
Many churches and organizations have hosted “Orphan Sundays” over the years. With world-
wide Orphan Sunday, the Christian Alliance for Orphans seek to add a unified voice and co-
ordinated effort to the many worthy efforts that preceded this year. 

 



An Orphan Sunday event or activity starts with one person who shares God’s 
passion for orphans. Start planning yours in three easy steps: 
 
1.     Identify the person or people in your church with a passion for orphans then            

 pick an event or activity from the ideas below, or design your own! 

2.     Begin building your idea with prayer and planning, inviting friends to join in. 

3.     Post your event or activity on the map - http://orphansunday.org/map/ 

. 
IDEAS:  Two Simple Concepts 
 
A.   Show the Orphan Sunday video and then lead a prayer for orphans. 

B.    Host “The Orphan’s Table” in your church or in home groups. 

We’ve included other event ideas on the enclosed CD or you can also visit    
http://orphansunday.org. 

You can download great resources from the Orphan Sunday website - 

 http://orphansunday.org/resources/ . These include :- 

 

 Sermon notes and resources 

 Bible Studies 

 Prayer guides 

 Children and youth ministry resources 

 Event ideas  

 Videos 

 

We have included a few of these resources on the enclosed CD, as well as some 

posters to get you going! 

http://orphansunday.org/map/
https://vimeo.com/41789537
http://orphansunday.org/resources/wp-content/uploads/Orphan-Sunday-Prayer1.pdf
http://www.orphansunday.org/orphans-table/
http://orphansunday.org/map/
http://orphansunday.org/resources/

