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1 0  Q U E S T I O N S

Developing a relationship with your local child welfare 
office is one of the first steps toward the churches in 
your community making a difference for kids and 
families in foster care.  So what should that initial 
conversation look like?

The following questions are designed to help prompt 
discussion with local child welfare professionals. 
Rather than serving as a script, these questions are 
meant to be a guide for how you might begin to 
engage the individual(s) that you are meeting with. 
They are designed to help you understand the foster 
care issues that affect your area, and discover how 
churches in your community can best help address 
these issues.  We would strongly encourage you not 
to show up at that first meeting with “solutions” and 
too many opinions about what you think is wrong.  It 
is extremely important that the church approach its 
local child welfare agency in love and humility.  This 
first meeting is about listening and learning.



In your opinion, what are the greatest challenges that vulnerable families in 
our community face?1

2 What do you think would be the best course of action for helping these 
families so that foster care isn’t a necessity?

3 What challenges have you encountered in recruiting foster and adoptive 
families?

4
Once a potential adoptive or foster family comes to an informational 
meeting, what barriers do you see that might prevent them from 
completing the process?

5 What new initiatives or ideas are you working on that you are most excited 
about?

8 Have you ever partnered with the church on the issue of foster care in the 
past? If so, how did it work?  What were the challenges?  What went well?

10 Is there anything else you feel is important for me to know as I explore how 
our church and others in the community can be involved?

9
I am interested in learning as much as possible about how churches in our 
community can best serve kids and families in foster care.  Who else should 
I be talking to?

7 What organizations, leaders or councils do you currently work with to 
coordinate efforts for community involvement? 

6 What areas of the foster care system would you most like to see change?
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